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FLOOR DEBATE

Ap p r opriations Commi t t e e  that there was no w ay of reducing 
expenditures to the extent of the amount of t he m o n e y  that we 
needed, that it was going to require increases in revenues 
comin g out of the R e v e n u e  Committee. A nd we ' v e  m ade some of 
those p r o p o s a l s . But out of that w hat b o t h e r s  me are two 
things; one, and this is a question, did, in fact, the 
A ppro p r i a t i o n s  Comm i t t e e  enter into the h e a r i n g s  this year with 
the idea that t h e y  could never reduce the e x p e n d i t u r e s  enough to 
b a l ance the budget, or w ere th o s e . . . i s  t hat simply a 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of mine? A n d  the other t h i n g  is that since 
M a y  1st, 1967, the revenues of the state of N e b r a s k a  h ave been 
b a s e d  u pon the e c o nomy of the state of Nebraska, t hat is sales 
and income ta x  revenues. A n d  those have w e n t  up. Those have 
went u p  as the e c o nomy of the state of N e b r a s k a  has went up, and 
t h ey  h ave w a v e r e d  a little bi t  at some times in the past, and 
the Legi s l a t u r e  ha s  b een able to, basically, adju s t  for those in 
p ast years b y  a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d  cuts or w h a t e v e r  seem e d  to be the 
a p propriate t h i n g  to do at t hat time. W e  h a d  ten years of 
really good times and we seem no t  to be able to set money aside 
in good times to make sales and income t ax w o r k  as it should. 
So here we are w hen all i n d ications are that th e  e c o n o m y  of the 
state of Nebraska, the taxpa y e r s  of the state of Nebraska, the 
resources that t hey have avail a b l e  to t h e m  are no t  as great as 
what t hey used to be. A nd yet the g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  opinion on 
the floor of this Legi s l a t u r e  is that, well, w e  m ust raise the 
rates on a d e c l i n i n g  b a s e  so t h a t  we do n ot h a v e  to adjust the 
spend*.ng of the state of Nebraska. If that has a direct 
r elati o n s h i p  to the R e d f i e l d  amendment, then so be it. But I 
b e l ieve that we a r e , ...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR COORDSEN: ...whether it's a c c i d e n t a l l y  or b y  intent,
going into this issue w i t h  some t houghts that are no t  v e r y  good 
for the future of the state of Nebraska. If this recession is 
longer than w hat G r e e n s p a n  projects, what then do we do? Do we 
raise ta x  rates again on a still d e c l i n i n g  base? We seem not to 
w ant to talk about those kinds of t h i n g s , an d  I k now what I 'm 
saying is an emb a r r a s s m e n t  to m o s t  of t he m e m b e r s  of the...of 
this body. But someone has to say it. A nd if it's a lame duck 
g e t ting kick e d  in the pants on the wa y  out th e  door, so be that.
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